
  

‘Sweet Stillness’ Award winning American songwriter Kristina Olsen pairs up 
with award winning Canadian jazz guitar great Bill Coon to create an album of 
co-written songs. For each, it’s a stretch out of their comfort zones, Kristina 
being stretched further into the jazz realm and Bill being stretched into the 
singer/songwriter realm. The resulting music is arty, lush and exciting, breaking 
ground into a new musical genre.  

‘They Paid Us in Tub Time’ An e-book of travel stories, life in Haight-Asbury in 
the ‘60s and short interludes of the life of a modern troubadour with 20 songs 
imbedded throughout the text. "Kristina Olsen has not led a typical life. This 
memoir and travelogue is packed with laughter, sex, sadness, adventure and a 
true glimpse of a woman who never took the well trodden path in following her 
musical call." (Book Baby)  

‘Chemistry’ A live in studio recording with guitar wizard Pete Snell. From jazzy 
ballads, to raunchy blues, it shows Kristina’s mature songwriting. Kristina and 
Pete did a show together in LA and loved playing together so much, they 
hammered some time out of their busy schedules to record together and 
Chemistry is the outcome. Pete toured the United States and Europe for over 
five years with Lyle Lovett and His Large Band, and has played with such 
artists as Annie Lennox, T Bone Burnett, Macy Gray, Ricki Lee Jones, Bonnie 
Raitt, Bruce Hornsby, Lou Reed, and many others. 

‘Quiet Blue’ For years Olsen’s fans have been requesting a recording of her 
original blues. Now their wishes have been answered. Thirteen tracks all with a 
firm grounding in blues, from raucous and bawdy slide to tender acoustic jazzy 
blues to boogie blues mandolin, fans of Olsen’s and blues in general will kick 
up their heels and do some serious smiling. Recorded live in studio in New 
South Wales with mandolinist Al Hughes and drummer Scott Hills the chemistry 
between the musicians is infectious. They especially chose to record all in the 
same room to preserve the live, you-are-there feeling. “Scott used his hands on 
the drum set sometimes or played with sticks on his legs to keep the volume 
levels right. That’s something I miss in the world of studio recordings, with 
everyone isolated in separate booths. Recording this way you are reacting to 
each other,” says Olsen.  

‘In Your Darkened Room’ delves into the dark side with her moody tenth 
recording.  She continues her musical partnerships with Australians Peter 
Grayling (cello) and George Butrumlis (accordionist) and adds atonal 
composer/fiddle player Paul Elliott and harmony singer Ed Johnson from the 
states.  The songs stay in the ballad realm ranging from jazz to folk with topics 



that run the gamut from a tawdry affair in a run down hotel room to a prostitute 
telling the story of her life as she struggles to become a writer, pitying the men 
who must pay for companionship, to a song about the struggle for victims of 
abuse.  Interspersed between the songs are instrumentals, from the delicate 
duet between cello and saxophone in ‘Michael and Julia’ to the demented ‘3 
circus Three’ (fiddle, accordion and cello) to a beautiful Galician waltz on 
concertina fiddle, mandolin and cello.
'All Over Down Under' captures Kristina Olsen live in concert with her trio 
during a March 2001 Australian tour. The American multi-instrumentalist teams 
up again with Australia's favorite cellist/mandolinist Peter Grayling and 
welcomes virtuoso Australian accordionist George Butrumlis to their musical 
partnership. This live recording contains nine new songs and three new 
instrumentals as well as spoken tracks and some previously recorded favorites. 
It was recorded in three quintessential Australian halls: the packed community 
Drill Hall in tropical Mullumbimby, the graceful old Malaney Town Hall in 
Queensland and a state of the art recording studio (complete with live 
audience) in Melbourne Victoria. 
‘The Truth of a Woman’ was released in Aug'99. It is a studio recording with a 
bonus live track (The Big O). Kristina plays acoustic guitar, steelbody slide 
guitar, concertina and sings. Most cuts are with Peter Grayling on cello/
mandocello and a few harmpony vocals. There is one instrumental, the rest are 
songs. All the songs/compositions are by Kristina except Rainy Night in 
Chinatown and Big O
'Duet' was released in Australia in March '98 and is a duet between American 
Kristina Olsen (on guitar, steelbody slide guitar, piano, concertina, sax and 
vocals) and Australian Peter Grayling (on cello, mandocello and harmony 
vocal). All but three of the tracks were recorded in a studio without over-
dubbing, the other three tracks are taken from a live concert.
'Live From Around the World' was released in spring '97 on Philo/Rounder 
records and showcases Kristina Olsen performing in Scotland, New Zealand 
and Australia as well as home in her native America, in intimate folk clubs and 
at huge festivals. Most of the tracks are Kristina solo, but a few musical friends 
(such as Nina Gerber and Al Pettiway) show up on four tracks. Also included 
are some of her humorous stories and introductions.
'Hurry on Home' was released in spring '95 on Philo/Rounder Records and 
was produced by Nina Gerber.  It is a studio recording and has some of 
California's finest acoustic players working with Kristina (such as Barbara 
Higbie, Cary Black, Mike Marshall and Nina Gerber).  Most of the tracks are 
completely acoustic, but there are two electric tracks as well.
 



'Love, Kristina' was released in spring '93 on Philo/Rounder Records and was 
produced by Nina Gerber.  It is a studio recording and has some of the West 
Coast's finest acoustic player working with Kristina (such as Barbara Higbie, 
Cary Black, Laurie Lewis, Joe Craven, Teresa Trull and Nina Gerber.)  All of the 
tracks are completely acoustic, some of the tracks have percussion.
 
'Kristina Olsen' was released in spring '92 on Philo/Rounder Records and was 
produced by Nina Gerber.  It is a studio recording and has some of California's 
finest acoustic players working with Kristina (such as Barbara Higbie, Cary 
Black, and Nina Gerber).  It is a completely acoustic CD with a bit of 
percussion. 

‘Cupid Is Stupid’ was released in 1985 as a cassette with live tracks 
performed by Kristina Olsen and her Loose String Band. This was Olsen’s 
second independent release. 

‘It Don’t Take Too Much’ was released in 1982 as an LP vinyl record with 
Kristina Olsen and her Loose String Band. Recorded by Rick Ruskin.  

 


